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onsidering the Problem of floods

Rivers that connect,
countries that connect

On the third day of the World
Water Forum, | attended the
session entitled "Floods".
The presentations were
on how to predict floods
and protect people from
flood damage.
| interviewed Ms.Melanie
Schultz van Haegen, Vice-
minister of the Ministry of
Public Works and Water

Transport,

Management.
| asked her what kind of measures are taken to
control floods. She answered that broadening the
area along rivers by moving dykes and
deepening the bottom of rivers are very effective.

"As the river flows through not only one contry
but also through many others, countries that
share a river should work together" she said.

"For example, if a river flows through four
countries and floods one of them, the other
countries must consider how they can control it.

Japan does not share a river with other countries
but | realized that countries along a river should
help one another at times of floods.

| would like to consider the problem of floods
with people from around the world. | would first
like to begin by asking people who experience or
have experienced floods about their feelings at
the time. TANAKA, Toshiyuki (11)

Wwomen In

On March 18, | talked to SEWA members. SEWA is a
grassroots association of women which was established

to enable poor women to support themselves.

The representatives told me how they get water in their
country. In India, many women need to fetch drinking
water three or four times a day. They carry water jars on
their heads and under their arms. The water jars are
balanced on their heads and are much heavier than

plastic buckets.

India& &

going to school. But we need to
realize that there are children who
cannot go to school even though
they want to, and so children in

going to school. KAMIMURA, Mayuka

Japan should not make a fuss about

(11)

Six speakers spoke at the opening plenary session of the 3rd World
Water Forum on March 18th. One of them, Ryosuke Kikuchi of the
Secretariat of Water in Rivers said that international flood data should
be shared.

There is a network that forecasts weather by satellite, and sends
information to the area where floods are about to occur. In Prague's
flood last year, personal injury was minimized thanks to the effective
flood warning system and evacuation orders.

Mr. Arni Snorasson, who attended the Forum
from Iceland, also said that he would like to
convey the importance of informing the public
of floods. He surveys river water in Iceland. The
idea that we can prevent flood damage with

| tried to carry two jars on my head. They were so heavy
that my neck ached. It does not rain in summer in India
so people store water in preparation for the dry months. If
there is drinking water near their village, they do not need
to fetch water. Mothers can spend more time with their
children and educate them. The children can not go to
school because they have to fetch water for their family.

If they do not need to fetch water, they can use the time to
earn money by weaving and dyeing cloth and selling it.
This is why there is a strong link between water problems
and poverty.

In Japan, there are students who have a phobia about

INTERVIEW
Hello! Our frends

Photograph by MATSUDA, Rie(14)

fromoversea=. COMMUNIty Stay program |n Shin-asahi

On March 17, | took part in the Community Stay Program held in
Shin-asahi-cho, Shiga Prefecture. Children from many countries
participated in this program.
| interviewed John Matewere from Malawi. When asked about his
impressions of Shin-asahi-cho, he replied that it was a very good

place where people maintain their traditional way of life.
He was also interested in the spring water at each
house where people also keep fish.
On the difference between Japan and Malawi, he
said that in Japan there is tap water and also
spring water but in Malawi, there is only a pump
~ that sucks up the water from a lake. This water is
¥ Used directly from the pump or people walk to the
lake to fetch water.

Through interviewing
John Matewere |
found that water is
gotten in  very
different ways in
Japan and Malawi. |
thought
must preserve such
traditional sights as
the ones | saw in
Shin-asahi-cho
despite changes brought about by modernization. To do so, | think we
must take more interest in water to solve various issues such as
environmental problems.  SHIMIZU, Hirofumi (14)

also we

Photograph by SHIMIZU, Hirofumi(14)

information was very new to me. | had imagined
that we could prevent floods by making dams and
embankments. | hope this new point of view spreads
throughout the world.

Preventing flood damage
through Information

Found mY

small encounters.

Sichi=ban)

Impressions of the World Water Forum through

HIRANO, Kyoko (14)

KOBAYSHI, Kayo (9)
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